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Letters from incarcerated singers

In 2018, Heartbeat Opera collaborated with more than 100
incarcerated singers and 70 “outside” volunteer singers in
six prison choirs across four Midwestern states (Ohio,
Kansas, Minnesota, and lowa) to create a special music
video of “O Welche Lust,” the Prisoners’ Chorus in Fidelio.

Heartbeat company members sent letters to our
incarcerated colleagues, sharing about our process and
asking questions like “What was it like learning this music
and singing in German? What does the story of Fidelio
mean to you? What would you like audiences to know about
you?” These are their responses, displayed here with their
permission.
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Greetings Blessed Company,

Let me begin by saying that it is an honor and a privilege to be working on this project.
At times it is as though Dr. Roma descended from the heavens to educe the very best from us.
She challenges our personal perceptions, our musical limitations, and our environmental
conditioning, all the while treating us with the utmost respect and requiring that we maintain
our dignity as human beings. She presents one opportunity after another for us to grow
individually and as a choir. Ubuntu is not just the name of the choir, it is the spirit in which we

sing.

Knowing the size and potential magnitude of this project makes working on it all the
more worthwhile. I love to sing so I'm with whatever within reason. ;] Singing in German
was definitely new and challenging. I have a new respect for the language. German has always
seemed really clunky and unappealing to my ear when spoken but singing it has given me a
new respect for the texture of the language. Dr. Roma also gave us a little history lesson on the

relationship between English and German; that definitely helped.

The fact that Beethoven only wrote one opera and it had something to do with prison
really surprised me. I’ve never studied Beethoven’s work, however, I do enjoy some of Mozart’s
work from Don Giovanni. I often listen to classical music when I ride the exercise bike and
imagine myself cycling in different places around the world. Overture K. 527 really spoke to
me. I never knew why, but I guess you don’t necessarily need a reason to enjoy music huh?
When I read the Fidelio/Don Giovanni card and discovered what the current production of
Don Giovanni is about I was not surprised. The music itself embodies intrigue and passion. It
seems to speak directly to being torn in some way. But the issue of whether [ am helping or
hurting those we engage rings so true in men in situations such as mine because loving me
could quite possibly hurt more than anything a person has ever experienced. So do I deny
myself life’s greatest offering? Or accept the fact that 'm hurting someone by believing that I'm

worth it?




Singing this music in context really hits home. 'm 39 and have been incarcerated since
I was 18. Having to be quiet when you want to express yourself for fear of repercussions is a
feeling that may be universally recognized but not understood. Imagine what being free in
your heart and mind yet unfree in your body feels like. Restricted in the expression of your joy,
your pain, your apathy, or your rage... Almost scared of the sunshine. Relegated to a hush for a

moment of joy.

Fidelio seems to be a great love story. Can you imagine...? Is love like that? Willing to
g0 undercover as a man to find the truth and free her love; a truly amazing concept in today’s
world. A love that faces fear with courage and is willing to defy all the odds simply because the

heart will not allow anything else. I guess it had to take place on stage.

I would like to thank EVERYONE who is a part of this production for allowing us to be a
part of this masterpiece and wish you all well. May you find the place in your heart where your
character lives and sing, play, dance, and project from there; whatever your part is. All of the
technicians, stage crew, editors, arrangers or anyone else who has anything to with this. This

means the world to me. I would love to join you on stage one day.

PEACE & BLESSINGS

sz
van K. m/g a@bgéz 353

Po Box 69

London, Ohio

43140
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